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Dear Community Governance Review 

West Suffolk Parish Review and Item 4 Lark Grange Moreton Hall Bury St Edmunds 

We fully support Items 1 and 2 of Issue 4 that the development known as Lark Grange be 

included in Moreton Hall Bury St Edmunds Town Council Ward to reflect the reality on the 

ground and be transferred from Rushbrooke with Rougham Parish Council. 

We would respectfully point out that under the LG BCE review that set out the wards for the 

creation of West Suffolk Council the whole area of the Lark Grange development, the 

Airfield, Rougham Industrial Estate and the area of Suffolk Business Park was allocated to 

the Moreton Hall Ward on West Suffolk Council as indeed is correctly shown on your plan. 

However, we do not agree with item 4 moving the district boundary back from Sow Lane. 

If we may point out again: 

The CGR is to grovide for the following 

a-Cohesive Communities

Rougham Village is located to the south of the A14 some 3 miles away. There is no cohesive 
community link with Rushbrooke with Rougham and Moreton Hall. Moreton Hall is an 
established part of Bury St Edmunds Town where as Rushbrooke with Rougham is a widely 
dispersed rural area. 
Moreton Hall Facilities are located close by with the Lawson Place Shops, Post Office, 
Medical and Dental Facilities and Church and Skyliner Sports Centre and the thriving 
community centre and are widely used by the over 4,000 households which form part of 
Moreton Hall Ward on West Suffolk Council and th1.,,1s we fail to see the logic in altering the 
district ward boundary which was only fixed in 2018. 

b-lmproved Community Engagement

With the transfer of Lark Grange to Bury Town Council there would be under 2 dozen electors left in 
the area that presumably would remain with Rushbrooke with Rougham Parish which does not make 
sense, especially in light of the recent County Council Division Review which includes the whole area 
up to Sow Lane in the future county electoral division. 
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This area was allocated as part of Bury St Edmunds Town Expansion under Bury 2031.The nature of 

the area has changed dramatically over the past 40 years and especially over the last 5 years 

from a rural parish to an established urban development part of the fabric of Bury St 

Edmunds town a_nd hosting the towns major employment area. 

Moreton Hall has a strong and inclusive community and voluntary sector and has a sense of 

civic values responsibility and pride. Times change, boundaries change, history moves on. 

Bury St Edmunds has expanded and as such wards and divisions need to reflect those actual 

conditions on the ground rather than what historically may have been. 

Indeed, the LG BCE guidance states that "over time communities may expand with new 

housing developments. This can often lead to existing and existing parish boundaries 

becoming anomalous. 11 

It seems a retrograde and illogical step to us to ask the LGBCE to alter the district ward 

boundary. 

We take issue with your reason 3. You appear not to have ignored the substantial 

development of Suffolk Business Park and ignored what the LGBCE said when drawing up 

the ward boundary for Moreton Hall for the then new West Suffolk District Council. 

If we may refer you to Paragraph 49 of the LG BCE determination of the West Suffolk District 

Boundary with reference to Moreton Hall "On our visit to the area we noted that this part of 

Rushbrooke with Rough am, Council which lies north of the A14 is very different in character 

from the rest of the parish as it is currently undergoing significant development" 

To conclude therefore 

1-We strongly welcome the proposed inclusion of Lark Grange into Moreton Hall ward on

Bury St Edmunds Town Council.

2-We strongly1oppose the proposal to ask the LGBCE to alter the district boundary which

should remain as it is existing and bounded by the A14 to the south Sow Lane to the eats

and the railway line to the North.

3-We request that the existing Moreton Hall Ward boundary on West Suffolk Council

remains as it currently exists.

4-We request that the Moreton Hall Ward on Bury St Edmunds Town Council is identical in

all respects to the existing Moreton Hall Ward on West Suffolk Council

Yours Faithfully 

R. Houlton-Hart FRICS

Moreton Hall Residents Association


